
Welcome to issue 12 of the Business
Environmental News, the newsletter
of the York and North Yorkshire
Business Environmental Forum. 

Running a business leaves very little time
for considering environmental issues
never mind knowing which regulations
apply, so if you are not already a member
of the Forum then why don’t you take
advantage of this FREE service to keep in
touch with the ‘environment’ around you
and reduce your environmental impact?
Please let us know (see contact details
below) if you would like to become a
member in order to receive information
on business support, seminars,
networking events, site visits and future
copies of the newsletter. 

The last publication (issue 11)
invited you to tell us what kind of
environmental support your organisation
would benefit from.This work is still
ongoing and we welcome your views so
we can improve our services.  With lots of
news and updates we hope this edition
will benefit your business!

Access to website information
If you do not have internet access or
would like someone to show you how to
access information on a website you can
become a member of your local library
and use the internet linked PCs. There is
no charge for membership of the library
or for use of the PCs by library members.
For more information telephone David
Fay on 01609 767800.
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The Forum has recently linked up
to the University of York (pictured)
through the Shell Technology
Enterprise Programme (STEP) to
help businesses or organisations
undertake a project during the
summer period. The programme is
funded by the DTI and the

European Union and benefits the student, by providing experience in how a business
is run and developing personal and professional skills and the business by focusing
on a specific area or project which it might not otherwise have the time to do. The
programme is also a competition where students write a report and present their
project to a local panel of judges. Last year’s winner was an engineering student from
Aberdeen University who redesigned an oil pipe cleaning tool which has a national
impact!

During July and August the Business Environmental Forum participated in the
scheme. Ellie Dawkins, who is studying Economics, the Environment and Ecology, has
just completed her second year of the 3 year course, and is improving the forum’s
website. She has asked member businesses what information they find of most use.
For further information on how your business could benefit from STEP visit
www.step.org.uk or get in touch with Katie. 

What would you like to see on our website?
As a reader of the BEF News, you can help us by sharing your views. What
environmental information is important to you in your business? What would you find
useful on our website? Please email Katie direct to let her know your thoughts.  

BEF Brochure
The Forum has recently produced a
new information brochure. A copy is
enclosed for your information. If you
would like further copies please let
us know.

STEP into
the future

or write to Katie Harvey, Business
Environmental Forum, c/o Business
Link York & North Yorkshire,
Arabesque House, Monks Cross
Drive, Huntington, York, YO32 9WU

Contact Katie Harvey
on 01904 656769

or e-mail
katie.harvey@blyny.co.uk

STEP into
the future
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The regional Green Business Support
Organisation (GBSO) Project is currently
assisting over 200 SME’s across Yorkshire
and Humberside to reduce waste, water
and energy consumption. The project
enables businesses to receive free
environmental consultancy support
through an initial environmental audit in
conjunction with Envirowise. Envirowise is
a government programme and offers UK
businesses free, independent, confidential
advice and support on practical ways to
increase profits, minimise waste and
reduce environmental impact.  Each
business then works towards an action

plan which is recommended by the
consultant and agreed by the business.
This is addressed over a six month period,
with further consultancy support where
necessary. Funding for the project was
secured from Yorkshire Forward by
Business in the Community, who are
managing the project. 

In York and North Yorkshire, the Business
Environmental Forum, in conjunction with
Business Link York and North Yorkshire, is
co-ordinating the project and is currently
assisting 70 businesses from areas in and
around Pickering, Whitby, Harrogate,

Knaresborough and Stokesley, as well as
businesses on Sherburn in Elmet Industrial
Estate and Manufacturing businesses in
and around York. Businesses located
outside these areas are being assisted
under a different project called Rural
Action (see below). 

Several consultants are working on the
GBSO project including: Rosewood
Management Services Ltd; Humber
Resource Efficiency Centre; Environmental
Strategies Ltd; Integra and EHSP
Consulting. Participating businesses vary
from printers and animal feed producers
to hotels and include a range of
manufacturers. Short and long term
solutions have been identified in areas
where straight forward action can be
taken usually resulting in cost savings
which in most cases is extra profit for the
business. 

Other ‘clubs’ around the county are also
currently working on environmental audits
and identifying areas of improvement.
Recruitment for the GBSO Project has now
come to a close, and as each ‘club’
develops we will be able to highlight
project case studies illustrating how and
where cost savings have been made
through adopting a more environmental
approach to running a business. 

Rural Action
Project 
Throughout the rural upland and coastal areas of North Yorkshire, a
project similar to the GBSO project is still recruiting SME’s to sign
up for free environmental consultancy. So far 18 businesses have
signed up to the scheme and are now working towards
recommended energy efficient cost saving measures. Swaledale
Folk Museum in Reeth, have recently signed up to the scheme. The
museum is currently undergoing renovations and want to ensure
that these are as energy efficient/environmentally friendly as
possible. The Project Consultant is researching the most efficient
heating system for the museum; lighting schemes that incorporate
as much natural light as possible; and the potential for solar
technologies. These findings will be presented to the museum,
detailing capital and revenue costs; energy/cost savings and
payback periods. As the consultant is independent, the business is
safe in the knowledge that it is receiving impartial advice, which is
also free!

This project is funded by the European Union and Yorkshire
Forward, is managed by Business in the Community and is
delivered by The Energy Partnership of York’s Energy Efficiency
Advice Centre. If you would like to see if your business is eligible
please contact 
Owen Daggett on 01904 656769 or owen.daggett@blyny.co.uk 

The Environment Agency
has recently announced
an increase in
investigating businesses
for Duty of Care offences.
Less than a third (31%)
had heard of the Duty of
Care Regulations.
Businesses that have their

waste removed could be breaking Duty of Care obligations. Under
the Environmental Protection (Duty of Care) Regulations 1991,
businesses can only legally transfer their waste to disposal
contractors who are registered with the Environment Agency and
should ask to see their Waste Management Licence showing the
date of registration. This lasts for 3 years. (Not to be confused with
their Registration Document). Failing to do this might mean that
waste is dumped or fly tipped, which leaves the business with a
costly fine. Businesses must also keep copies of waste transfer notes
to record whenever waste is moved from any one site to another,
even if both sites are owned by the same business. These are
usually issued annually unless there is a change in the nature of the
waste or the contractor changes which then requires a separate
transfer note. These must be retained for 2 years. For more
information please visit
www.environment-agency.gov.uk/netregs 

The Environment Agency recognise that smaller businesses are
struggling to keep up with their environmental obligations and
through wanting to give them the help that is needed to protect the
environment and their business, Netregs has been developed.
Netregs is a free website to help small businesses understand their
environmental obligations. If you don’t look at any other website
today, make sure you look at this one – it could save your business!
www.environment-agency.gov.uk/netregs 

Does Your
Business
‘Care’?

Water efficiency is one area where businesses can save money

Green Business ClubsGreen Business Clubs



Ellis Patents is a thriving plastic mouldings
company. They design and manufacture
specialist electrical cable cleats and pipe
fixings and supply to companies worldwide
to companies including Power Generation,
Oil and Gas (Onshore and Offshore),
Marine, and Construction. They also offer
sub-contracting moulding and can design,
manufacture the tools and injection mould
plastic to specific requirements and have
completed projects for Transportation,
Engineering, Construction and Consumable
markets.

They are a relatively small business with
only 43 employees and manufacture
components for some of the most well
known engineering firms in Britain,
including the London Underground and the
Channel Tunnel Rail Link. Much of their
success is built on their technological
initiatives and flexibility to design and
produce new products quickly and
efficiently in large quantities. 

Ellis Patents is largely influenced by their
consumers. Some of the companies they
supply have called for more evidence of
good environmental practice. This is a
common issue arising in the commercial
world. Suppliers are coming under

increasing pressure to enhance their
environmental performance. Ellis Patents
already complies with some of the latest
testing and quality regulations and as the
business is looking to expand, they will be
able to incorporate a new environmental
management system and improve their
environmental performance and efficiency.

The company’s initial involvement with the
Business Environmental Forum was made
when Business Link Advisor Jim Jervis got in
touch with colleague Katie Harvey to find
out how the company could get onto an
environmental management course. Several
months later, the company has recently
completed an Environmental Policy and
Environmental Management System (EMS)
course which is enabling Technical Manager,
Danny Macfarlane to manage the
implementation of the system at work. 

Although the company is still in the early
stages of environmental development, they
have already made significant progress in a
number of areas: the firm recycles all types
of plastic waste and cardboard (they take
the plastic waste to Econoplas; a plastic
recycler near Scarborough, which
consequently reduces the number of skips
sent to landfill, and the associated costs);

the company has purchased new pallets
which are specially designed for the safer
storage of oil; they have invested in some
environmentally beneficial and
technologically efficient equipment, for
example, waste plastic mould recyclers and
automated colour mixing equipment, which
have been fitted to the injection moulding
machines and reduce colour additive and
plastic waste.  The company has also
recently had a visit from Action Energy
which helped the firm to find heat
redistribution systems for the factory floor. 

Local Company ‘patents’ EMS

CSR - NEW
WEBSITE
LAUNCHED
You may have heard references to it
and read about it, but does Corporate
Social Responsibility, fit in with the
running of your business? The DTI has
developed a new website on the
subject. This provides information
about corporate social responsibility,
what the Government is doing and
how it is encouraging businesses to
adopt and report on it, and you can
see it at www.csr.gov.uk

Title: CSR - New Standard
to be launched
In the future organisations will be
able to implement a CSR system
under a new standard soon to be
developed by the International
Organisation for Standardisation
(ISO). Although the standard will
provide guidance on environmental
and social issues, it will not provide a
basis for certification. It is hoped ISO
will have the standard ready within
about 3 years.

Building a more
sustainable future
Proposals to reduce energy consumption in
new buildings have been welcomed by the
Enery Savings Trust, the leading energy
efficiency promoting body. Nearly 50% of
CO2 emissions in the UK are caused by
building, maintaining and occupying
buildings with around 25% from our own
homes. The decision followed a report by
the Sustainable Buildings Task Group in
which experts from private, public and non-
governmental sectors highlighted ways that
industry and the government can work
together to tackle climate change. 

The code will also establish higher
standards for energy and water efficiency,
waste and the use of materials, such as the
use of sustainable timber. All these factors
will not only increase efficiency, but will
mean there are substantial savings for
industry and consumers. Government calls
on the whole of the building industry to
embrace the Task Group's
recommendations. 

A project group will be formed to establish
the main criteria of the code and then a
senior steering group will develop the code.
The first outline should be complete for the
Sustainable Communities Summit in
January 2005 and then it should be fully
completed by the end of 2005 to be rolled
out in 2006. 

Show your
commitment
to Biodiversity
The Wildlife Trust’s Biodiversity
Benchmark enables businesses and
organisations to measure their impact
and improve their contribution to the
natural environment. There are 10
components to the benchmark which
are self-assessment guidelines to help
you identify the progress you have
achieved, as well as areas for
improvement. Becoming accredited to
the benchmark has many benefits. It
demonstrates how you integrate
biodiversity into business and therefore
illustrates corporate social
responsibility, and ensures that you
address legal and risk issues and
integrates with existing environmental
management systems or works as a
stand alone. To purchase a self
assessment pack, complete a
registration form from the
website
www.biodiversity-
benchmark.org or
contact The Wildlife
Trust on 0870 036 1000. 



LINPAC Polymers are based on the Moor
Lane Trading Estate in Sherburn-in-Elmet.
They are part of a large international
LINPAC Group who make automotive and
other plastic parts, mouldings, food
packaging and articles for other plastic
packaging sectors. LINPAC Polymers in
Sherburn have been running for nearly 20
years producing the polystyrene for LINPAC
food packaging companies. Much of their
environmental success over the past years
has come from their ability to integrate
new ideas and technology into their
industry.   

In 1985 they applied for one of their first
standards, the product quality standard,
which they gained and have held ever
since. It was recently revised in 2003. They
are now in the process of applying for the
ISO 14001 standard from the British
Standards Institute (BSI) which will
integrate this Environmental Management
System (EMS) into their business system.
This will also include Occupational Health
and Safety Assessment Series (OHSAS)
18001.

The General Manager, Mr Bryan Cass is
confident that the company will have all
the systems that are required in place by
the beginning of 2005. He explained that
LINPAC have already made many
environmental improvements that have
saved the company money, helped reduce
its impact on the environment and
conserve valuable raw materials. 

A particularly good saving came from the
re-use of waste materials as a fuel. LINPAC
were required under the Climate Change
Levy to reduce their energy use by 6%. The
re-use of their waste, which before would
have been removed by a contractor, has
helped to achieve this goal, as well as
saving the company £30,000 per year.
Previously 400 tonnes of waste were
removed annually. It is now all burnt on
site for fuel with a permit licensed by the
Environment Agency. The emissions are
low and the new source of fuel has cut
energy bills. The initial capital costs of the
scheme were roughly £30,000 but this was
paid off within a year.

Other initiatives include the on site
recycling of waste water. Water is used for
cooling and removing styrene from
polystyrene and must therefore be
disposed of safely. It was previously
disposed of by contractors but now a
carbon drum system is used to clean and
reuse the water. This reduced the water
waste by 20 tonnes a
month and has saved
roughly £25,000-
30,000 per year. In
2002 LINPAC Polymers
reduced the cooling
tower water usage by
3,400 m3 through the
installation of a water
softening unit and in
2003 they further
reduced the water
usage by 3,200 m3 by
better management of
the tower system. In

total the cooling tower water usage was
reduced by 35%.

The company also uses water savers in
lavatories, recycles cardboard and has
fitted motion sensing lights in some little
used areas. The LINPAC group have also
opened a plastic recycling factory to
recover some of the waste packaging that
their sister companies produce. This has
been a growing success and is currently
expanding.  

Involvement in the community is also
important to LINPAC and they currently
recycle paper through the local Brownie
pack and are key participants in the Selby
Waste Minimisation group. The group is
organised and supported by the Business
Environmental Forum and the Environment
Agency, and is composed of industries
from the Selby area who meet to discuss
waste minimisation plans, share
information and exchange ideas. The
gathering of industries with similar
interests is important for networking and
environmental action such as waste
exchange and implementing regulations
such as IPPC.

Industry is finally cutting its waste and using its
resources more efficiently, it has been revealed
in a report by the Environment Agency on the
implementation of the Integrated Pollution,
Prevention and Control (IPPC) Directive, also

know as PPC.  This more sustainable
approach has also been adopted in
response to rising costs of waste disposal
and increased competition. 

The IPPC Directive encourages
businesses and industry to reduce the
environmental impact of their activities

by preventing or reducing pollution. It is
gradually replacing the IPC regime. By 2007

more than 4,500 installations in England and Wales
will be covered by PPC Regulations. These not only

include bigger industries but also smaller businesses in
sectors including the treatment of metals, food and drink

production, energy industries, mineral and chemical industries,
organic solvent users, waste management, paper/board production,
tanneries, slaughter houses, animal carcass disposal and intensive
pig/poultry units.  

The PPC regime requires that any person operating an installation or
mobile plant (as defined in the Regulations) after the prescribed
date must obtain a permit from the environmental regulator and
comply with the conditions in that permit. There are 3 different parts
to the regulations covering different activities; Part A1 is regulated by
the Environment Agency and Part A2 and Part B are regulated by the
Local Authority. In order to determine which category your business
falls under, you need to refer to Schedule 1 to the respective PPC
Regulations. This lists the activities falling under the Regulations. If
you are unsure as to how these apply to your activity, you should
contact your environmental regulator for advice or look on
www.environment-agency.gov.uk/netregs for more information. 

INDUSTRY’S RESPONSE TO THE IPPC DIRECTIVEINDUSTRY’S RESPONSE TO THE IPPC DIRECTIVE

Linpac Polymers save money
with Pollution Abatement
Technology

Linpac Polymers save money
with Pollution Abatement
Technology



The Hilton Hotel in York has recently launched a plan
to make environmental improvements and has had a
visit from the Forum for help and advice. The hotel is
basing their work on the new national standards for
Hilton Hotels and is looking to develop their ideas into
suitable strategies for the York branch. 

The first step has been the appointment of an
Environmental Champion, Katy Ribton, who is the Assistant
Front Office Manager. Katy is now also in charge of reducing
waste, increasing staff awareness, increasing recycling and
making the hotel more energy efficient. These objectives are
the same in any business. 

A recent staff training day, led by Katy and the General
Manager, Anthony Worrall, illustrates how the York Hilton
has recognised that staff training and staff input are vital
initiatives for achieving environmental success. This was
delivered to raise awareness about wider environmental
issues, explain how staff members can help make a

difference at work (as well as in their own homes) and
encourage staff to come up with their own ideas.

The hotel is currently placing water savers in all toilet
cisterns, fitting energy saving light bulbs, and recycling
various materials including glass bottles from the bar and
restaurant, cardboard boxes, office paper, newspapers and
ink cartridges. As this environmental management system
takes its place within the business further actions will be
identified. The Hilton Group will also be considering their
supply chains and will not be using suppliers with bad
environmental practices. To improve the hotel chain
nationally the York Hilton is now required to report its
monthly use of energy and water. This will start a campaign
for the reduction of resource used by Hilton Hotels as it
aims to lead the hotel sector in environmental management
and contribute to a more sustainable society.

If you too would like a free visit to find out how your
business can improve its environmental performance
contact Katie on 01904 656769. 

By achieving environmental goals the Hilton is looking to
become accredited to the Green Globe, which is a world-
wide bench marking and certification program that
facilitates sustainable travel and tourism for consumers,
companies and communities. It is based on Local Agenda
21 and can be found at www.greenglobe.org. 

Another source of information in the hotel industry is
‘Hospitable Climates’. This is a partnership between the
Hotel and Catering International Management Association
(HCIMA) and the Government Programme Action Energy. It
focuses on energy efficiency in response to the need to
reduce carbon emissions in the hospitality industry. If you
are in the hospitality industry you can sign up It is a free
scheme to which you can sign up to and use a
benchmarking tool through HEATonline. You can download a
registration form at http://www.hospitableclimates.co.uk 

YORK Hilton

‘Publications / Guides’
Reducing the risk of
pollution 
A free resource pack entitled ‘Pollution
Prevention Pays – Getting your site right’
provides information for SME’s to help them
avoid causing environmental pollution. It
contains a booklet, video and posters all free
of charge. Contact the
Environment Agency on 08457 337700 or
visit www.environment-agency.gov.uk for 
your copy.

Cutting costs in the
Wood Industry  
‘Recycling wood waste – how furniture
manufacturers can cut costs and boost
profits’ This free document gives an
overview of the findings of the fuller report
‘Wood waste recycling in furniture
manufacturing – a good practice guide’. Both
are now available on the website in pdf
formats at
www.wrap.org.uk/reports.asp#wood It is
also available in hard copy. Please contact
WRAP on 0808 1002040 

Third Edition of IPPC
Practical Guide 
The third edition of ‘Integrated Pollution
Prevention and Control: A Practical Guide’
has been published by Defra. This latest
edition supersedes the previous editions
taking into account comments and
experience of implementing the pollution
prevention and control regime. 



SAVING WATER
SAVES MONEY

Email the 3 answers to katie.harvey@blyny.co.uk by 30th September
2004.  Entitle your email ‘News Competition’ and include your name,
name of business / organisation and contact number.

The winner will be notified by 8th October 2004 and will receive an
environmentally friendly prize. Details will be posted on the website. 

COMPETITION n eCOMPETITION

Help is at hand this
summer as Envirowise
is running ‘The Big
Splash’ which aims to
help your business
save bucket loads of
water and cash. First of
all you have to register so your water savings can be tracked
during the challenge (details below). You will be then sent a
straight forward questionnaire to assess your company size,
sector and water use so that you can be provided with
appropriately tailored materials and support and also to help
you benchmark your performance against similar companies.
Company details and financial information will be kept strictly
confidential. The challenge will draw to a close in March 2005
when results will be collated and you will find out how much
you have managed to save. There will be a finale event where
companies of all sizes and sectors that have made outstanding
achievements during The Big Splash will be recognised and the
overall savings figure will be announced. 

SAVING WATER
SAVES MONEY
Wasted water is quite simply profit down the drain. Simple and
inexpensive measures can reduce your water consumption by up
to 50%! Whether your business is charged for surface water
drainage, disposing of trade effluent, process use or is on a
seasonal variation tariff, water bills can be very expensive. 
Here’s how you can take some simple measures in an
office-type building:

• If your toilets are more than about 5 years old, 
replacing them with modern ones can reduce water 
use by 50%. Dual flush toilets can also save you money.

• Urinals can be fitted with timers, people sensors and 
mechanical flushers. Good quality waterless urinals
which are less prone to smells, scale and blockage 
are also available. 

• Spray fittings will reduce the flow of water from a 
tap by 80%, resulting in energy savings also. These 
can be retro fitted to existing taps. Electronic controls 
and push-taps will prevent taps being left on 
unnecessarily.  

• A dripping tap loses about 2 drops a second – up to 
£13 per quarter, not to mention paying for sewage, 
and energy if it is a hot tap. It only costs a few pence to
replace a washer.

• If there isn’t anybody in the building then the water 
metre shouldn’t be going round. 

For information on where to buy water saving devices please get
in touch with Katie. Also visit www.eca-water.gov.uk to search
quickly and easily through all qualifying products on the water
technology list which not only encourage a more sustainable use
of water but can also give your company a tax break. You can
then find out how to claim tax relief on 100% of the expenditure,
under the enhanced capital allowances scheme through your
Corporation Tax Return. For guidance visit
www.inlandrevenue.gov.uk/capital_allowances/eca.guidance.htm  

Once you have registered you will receive:

To register visit www.envirowise.gov.uk/thebigsplash or
call the helpline on 0800 585794 where you can also
speak to an advisor if you have any queries. 

• An information pack, ideas for getting

started and relevant publications

• One to one personal support from a named

Envirowise ‘buddy’

• Case Studies to provide inspiration 

and ideas

• A monitoring tool to track and report

water savings

• Invitations to workshops and events

SPLASHSPLASH
The Big
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At least 1 million tonnes of this is thrown away every year by
businesses and households

A government funded programme which helps businesses and
organisations save money through energy saving 

Renewable energy 
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With the WEEE (Waste Electrical and Electronic Equipment) Directive
on the immediate horizon stipulating requirements on the recovery
and recycling of electrical and electronic equipment, and the recent
Hazardous Waste Regulations limiting disposal, we take a look at
how one local business is getting ready to help tackle another
potential waste mountain. 

In 2002 a research and development unit was set up at Hessay, near
York for the Electrical Recycling Company Ltd (ERC Ltd.) to
accumulate quality data concentrating on the recycling of Cathode
Ray Tubes (CRT), which are most commonly found in televisions and
computer monitors.  ERC Ltd. is a partnership between North
Yorkshire based waste management company Yorwaste and electrical
and electronic experts DBS York Ltd., which has premises in York and
Newcastle. 

In a CRT there are two types of glass; funnel glass which is leaded
and panel glass which is non-leaded. ERC Ltd. can fully recycle both
of these. The WEEE Directive stipulates that all of the fluorescent
coating must be removed before recycling. The rest of the TV or
monitor is also stripped down for parts to be reused or recycled. A
40kg TV set contains 35 to 38kg of materials that can be reused or
recycled. ERC Ltd. has designed and built a fully operational Cathode
Ray Tube Separation System which separates the panel glass from
the funnel glass allowing the fluorescent coating to be removed and
the two types of glass fully recycled. 
ERC Ltd. is setting up nationwide collection services for TV’s,
computer monitors and CRT’s. Most Household Waste Recycling

Centre’s will only accept waste from private householders but some
will accept business waste at a fee. If your business need to dispose
of TV’s or computer monitors check to see if your local centre can
take it, if not contact ERC Ltd on 01904 737776 to arrange delivery to
ERC. For a list of household waste recycling sites, please see
http://www.electricalrecycling.co.uk/contactus/sites.htm or
contact Katie for further advice.

For further information on the WEEE Directive and how it may
affect your business see the legislation section update at the
end of this newsletter. 

Recycling Cathode Ray Tubes

Reducing transport
emissions with the Fitch
Fuel Catalyst

New waste
guidance for
farmers 
New guidance for farmers on waste reduction has
been published by the Environment Agency and the
National Agricultural Waste Stakeholders Forum
ahead of forthcoming waste legislation. ‘Agricultural
Waste – Opportunities to save money’ has been
produced, as a survey reveals that 1 in 3 farmers are
unaware of forthcoming regulations relating to the
disposal of farm waste which are due to come out
at the end of the year. The new regulations will
mean that agricultural waste will have to be
disposed of, or recycled in ways that protect the
environment and human health. Uncontrolled
burying and burning of agricultural waste on farms
will be prohibited. 
Farmers will have to:

• Send or take their waste for disposal off-farm at
licensed sites; 

• Register a licensing exemption with the
Environment Agency to recycle waste on-farm; or 

• Apply to the Environment Agency for a Licence
to continue on-farm disposal.

For more information visit
www.environment-agency.gov.uk/netregs 
For a copy of the free leaflet ‘Agricultural Waste –
Opportunities to save money’ contact DEFRA
Publications line on 08459 556000.

Reducing transport
emissions with the Fitch
Fuel Catalyst
We all need to get from A to B and in most cases probably back again. In some
cases we may need to repeat this journey several times a week or even in the
same day. Wherever we travel, for work or pleasure, most of us are reliant on a
vehicle. As more and more vehicles dominate our roads, there is a greater
increase in carbon dioxide emissions. New figures released by the Office of
National Statistics reveal that Greenhouse gas emissions from transport have risen
by 47 per cent since 1990. The Government is committed to cutting carbon
dioxide emissions by 20 per cent by 2010. Recent figures show that overall
emissions have fallen by just 10 per cent.

The Fitch Fuel Catalyst is designed to minimise the emissions from vehicle
engines and therefore make them more environmentally friendly. It comes in
various shapes and sizes to fit all motor vehicles and is relatively easy to install.
The fuel catalyst is available in two forms; a unit fitted to the fuel line, and drop in
units for the fuel tank. Each fitting lasts for 250 000 miles, requires no
maintenance and can be use with petrol and diesel fuels. 
The device fights bacteria in the fuel which over time breaks down the
hydrocarbon molecule chains. It provides a more even and complete burn of the
fuel, thus reducing emissions.  

Local councils have made commitments to reducing the environmental impact of
road traffic under Local Agenda 21, so the City of York Council tested this product.
They concluded that the Fitch Fuel Catalyst significantly reduced the exhaust
emissions of the test vehicle. Adding a fuel catalyst to your fleets will reduce their
environmental impact. 

Further Details….
If you would like to find out more about the Fitch Fuel Catalyst please contact
Ty Saville of Advanced Combustion Technologies (UK) Ltd. on 020 84585519
for further details.



Constructive Recycling
Many Construction companies are
unaware of potential cost savings that will
benefit their business and the
environment. Recent research by the
government organisation Waste and
Resources Action Programme (WRAP) has
highlighted that if construction waste was
recycled this will reduce landfill costs
which can range between £30 and £70 per
tonne and is set to increase in future
years. Currently some companies do
recycle the more common materials like
wood, timber, bricks, concrete, paper and
hardcore, however main barriers are seen
as labour and sorting costs. 

When it comes to closing the loop and
buying recycled there is a wide range of
products with increased recycled content
but there are misconceptions within the
industry over availability, quality and price.
In order to address some of these issues
the Building Research Establishment (BRE)
has launched the Recycled Building
Products Network. For further information
please see
www.recycledbuildingproducts.co.uk 

Constructive Help – new voluntary code
Every year the construction industry
produces around 92 million tonnes of

waste, of which an estimated 13 million
tonnes is unused material. The DTi has
therefore launched a new voluntary code
of practice to help building firms procure
and use materials more efficiently. It also
provides advice on re-use and recycling of
materials saving money and reducing the
amount of waste to landfill. The guide is
called Site Waste Management Plans –
Guidance for Construction Contractor and
Clients and can be obtained by calling
08701 502500 or visiting
www.dti.gov.uk/construction/sustain/sit
e_waste_management.pdf 

SUSTAINABILITY IN
THE MOORS
The North York Moors Sustainable Tourism Project (STP) aims to
develop and promote tourism in a sustainable way; this means that
tourism should bring benefits to the environment, local economy and
resident communities of the North York Moors.  The Project has been
working with tourism businesses across the National Park to increase
awareness of sustainability and the commercial benefits that being
‘greener’ can bring.  Around 70 establishments have received
environmental advice from STP and 38 businesses have signed and
displayed the Sustainable Tourism Commitment, a certificate showing
that their business is committed to sustainable management.  STP have also created and upgraded paths and bridleways, worked with
businesses along routes to welcome more walkers and cyclists, and supported new businesses that encourage visitors to be more
sustainable whilst holidaying here.  For more information contact Eleanor Puet on e.puet@northyorkmoors-npa.gov.uk.

E. Wood Ltd, based in Northallerton is a
specialist paints and pipe coatings
manufacturer that has recently been
awarded their ISO (International
Organisation for Standardisation) 14001
Standard. The standard that is
international, and recognises a company’s
environmental performance, was
implemented and is maintained by
Andrew Dobson, Health, Safety and
Environment Manager. 

Already a Forum member, the company’s
first involvement with the standard
followed customers asking if the company
had an Environmental Management
System (EMS) in place. In order to remain
competitive and reduce their
environmental impact, Andrew went on a
training course to learn how to adopt an

EMS. This then developed into the ISO
14001 procedure with an initial audit from
the British Standards Institute (BSI) who
observed and listed improvements that
the firm could make in each area of the
business. This was complemented with an
action plan that set out targets to meet
within a certain time frame. Additional
support came from the Business
Environmental Forum and further
improvements were tackled which led to
two further BSI assessments. The
company began work for the standard in
2001 and gained ISO 14001 in
October 2003. 

The firm made progress in many areas
including: emissions; waste solvent
recovery; spillage risk and waste
management. Refilling ink cartridges as
opposed to purchasing new cartridges has
saved the company an estimated £10,000
a year. Recycling has also had substantial
benefits, including a £500-700 per annum
saving through recycling cardboard (even
though the company pay for their
cardboard to be recycled it is a cheaper
option that landfilling) and £20,000 per
year savings from metal drum recycling. 

Andrew emphasised that achieving the
ISO 14001 standard is easier than people
think. He said that E. Wood Ltd. used their
original procedures, they did not have to
make anything over complicated and BSI
approved of this.

ISO 14001 requires continual progress and
looks for improvements every year and
having this standard has far reaching
benefits, not only for the environment but
also for the bottom line of the businesses.   

If you would like to talk to Andrew about
achieving the standard please contact
Katie for Andrew’s details. 

Unitex Ltd  
Knaresborough company Unitex Ltd who
manufacture polyurethane machine parts
for the printing industry also gained the
standard last year. The company thanked
the Business Environmental Forum for
helping them to achieve this success. Now
the standard is gained, the company
intends to strive for continual
improvement.

Using bridleways to visit the North York Moors has less
environmental impacts than driving around in a car.

SUCCESS FOR FORUM
MEMBERS AS THEY
GAIN ISO 14001
E. Wood Ltd. & Unitex Ltd.

Constructive Recycling



Practical
Environmental
Management
Course (PEM)
For businesses wishing to implement an
Environmental management system, the
course consists of six 3 hour sessions
covering Environmental Policy, Environmental
Legislation, Aspects and Impacts, Objectives
and Targets, Implementation and Operating
and Auditing. The course includes an on site
mentoring session, alongside the submission
of a portfolio. There is a 1.5 hour
examination at the end of the course and
delegates will pass out from the course with
a qualification fully accredited by The
Chartered Institute of Water and
Environmental Management (CIWEM). The
course will be run by Groundwork Leeds
over 3-4 months and begins on 23rd
September at 1.30pm. Costs will be £650 per
delegate. For more information please
contact Mick Whitaker on 0113 2380601.

Business Environment
Action Network
(BEAN) Workshops

29th September, 9.30am – 12.00pm,
Harrogate Borough Council – Supply Chain
and Procurement 

For a 6 month seminar programme and
further details including prices please
contact Ruth Brown, Business in the
Community on 0113 2058220

Environment Agency 3rd
Annual Conference
26th – 27th October, International
Convention Centre (ICC), Birmingham
With its unique mix of debates, specialised
workshops, case studies and networking
opportunities, environment 2004 will give
you a rare chance to meet with and
influence the organisations that shape the
key environmental, social, political and
economic decisions that affect the UK. For
further details visit
www.environment-agency.gov.uk 

Make your own 
Bio-diesel Course
19th -21st November, Centre for
Alternative Technology (CAT), Powys
Produce your own cheap bio-diesel and
use it in your own vehicle without the
need for alterations to your engine from a
small home-made plant to commercial
scale. The course looks at the chemistry
behind bio-diesel, the supply of used
cooking oil and other chemicals, vehicle
considerations, Environment Agency and
VAT law, plant design and construction. To
book a place telephone 01654 705981 or
email courses@cat.org.uk 

Envirenergy 2004
6th October, Royal Armouries Museum,
Leeds An un-missable event for anyone in
environment and energy management. It is
a FREE annual conference and exhibition,
providing the opportunity to network and
listen to speaker presentations on current
topics. To register for your free place or
reserve an exhibition stand, visit
www.envirenergy.org.uk or call
01257 276288. 

Want to reduce effluent? Join
the club.
The Effluent Online Club (EOC) is a
way to exchange ideas and best
practice and find answers to your
effluent queries. The aim of the club is
to provide news and views on effluent
management, with members who
have experience of waste
minimisation, treatment, resource
recovery and cost savings that can be
made. The site also has a Mogden
Formula Calculator to help work out:
effluent charges; tips; and best
practice; information on workshops
and events; and links to other sites of
interest. To register visit
www.envirowise.gov.uk/effluent-
online-club

The Food Industry Waste Club
The Food Processing Faraday
Organisation in partnership with
Yorkshire Forward, has recently
launched The Food Industry Waste
Club. The club has been formed in
response to the increasing operational
and financial pressures faced by Food
and Drink companies as a
consequence of environmental
legislation such as the Animal By
Products Regulations and the Landfill
Directive. The club will serve as a
forum for food and drink processing
companies to:

· Understand how environmental
legislation will affect their business 

· Develop and exchange best
practice for dealing with waste
streams 

· Learn about relevant technologies
for the treatment and disposal of
waste streams 

· Explore opportunities for solving
waste problems through
collaboration 

· To liaise with business support
agencies requirements for facilities
and funding 

The club is supported by Yorkshire
Forward as part of the Food and Drink
Cluster Development project. It is
open to food and drink processors of
any size in the Yorkshire and Humber
region and there is no charge for
membership. For more information
please contact John Stanford at
john.stanford@fpfaraday.com 

USEFUL LINKSUSEFUL LINKS EVENTS / COURSES

New Notes on the Storage and
Handling of Drums 
The Environment Agency has published a note
in its pollution prevention guidelines (PPG)
series on the storage and handling of drums.
The notes are intended to assist all who deal
with the storage and handling of drums and
Intermediate Bulk Containers (IBCs) and help
them to protect the environment. The storage
of oils in containers holding over 200 litres on
industrial, commercial and institutional sites in
England are subject to the Control of Pollution
(Oil Storage) (England) Regulations 2001. 
For further information visit
www.environment-
agency.gov.uk/commondata/105385/ppg26f
eb04_124268.pdf 

VOC’s in Paint
The European Parliament has approved a bill
to reduce the amount of environmentally
damaging Volatile Organic Compounds (VOCs)
found in paints. The bill will come into force in
two stages starting from 1st January 2007, to
allow time for industry and consumers to
adapt to the new rules. 

Proposed Batteries Directive 
The proposed Batteries Directive is likely to be
issued later this later and should come into
force at the earliest in 2007. Proposals are
being outlined for the recycling of 75%
consumer batteries (disposable or
rechargeable) and 95% industrial batteries
from 2004 levels. Recycling rates for
automotive batteries are already very high - in
excess of 90%. The current rate for recycling
consumer rechargeables is just 5% and
currently less than 1% of consumer batteries
are collected for recycling.

UPDATEUPDATE



National guidance on WEEE treatment
is launched
On the 30th July the government published
the final consultation on the Waste Electronic
and Electrical Equipment (WEEE) and
Restriction of Hazardous Substances (RoHS)
Directives. Under forthcoming regulations
implementing the Waste Electrical and
Electronic Equipment Directive, producers
importers and retailers of electrical and
electronic equipment will be responsible for
establishing a collection network for items at
the end of their life. Old electronic equipment
collected through this network will have to be
treated, recycled or recovered. These
requirements are due to apply from August
2005. At least one million tonnes of electronic
equipment is thrown away by households and
businesses every year. Almost all electrical and
electronic equipment contains hazardous
substances such as lead, mercury or CFCs
which can be harmful to both humans and the
environment. The average PC and monitor
contains around 2kg of lead. Comments on the
Agencies' guidance are sought by Friday 29th
October. Copies of the consultation document
and further information on the Directives can
be obtained from www.dti.gov.uk/sustainability

or call the Environment and Energy Helpline
on 0800 585794

Hazardous Waste Regulations Ð
what it means to business
On the 16th July 2004 the co-disposal of
hazardous and non-hazardous waste was
stopped under the Landfill Regulations 2002.
The regulations also require that hazardous
waste (which can be identified in the
European Waste Catalogue) has to be pre-
treated to reduce the quantity and hazard
before it is landfilled. This will be implemented
in July 2005 to meet the Waste Acceptance
Criteria (WAC) 

In order to determine if you handle hazardous
waste, consult the European Waste Catalogue
(EWC) which has reclassified wastes and lists
them grouped according to industries and
processes. Hazardous waste in the EWC is
marked by an asterisk. Each has a 6 digit code
by which it is identified and which is needed
to record on your transfer notes under the
Duty of Care. 

As the ban on co-disposal takes effect, the
amount of landfill sites receiving such waste

will be reduced
dramatically. This will
impact on the
amounts of
hazardous
waste that
needs to be
dealt with, and
waste
management costs
will rise. 

If you are a producer
of hazardous waste you
need to: ensure that
you meet your ÔDuty of
CareÕ and that your
waste is managed
properly and legally;
create less hazardous
waste through prevention and reduction;
improve treatment technologies, and design-
out hazardous constituents or by-products. 

Further guidance can be found on
www.environment-agency.gov.uk  

Legislation

A new set of business grants
for small firms administered
by North Yorkshire County
CouncilÕs Economic
Development Unit is helping
numerous local companies to expand and
grow.  The grants are available to SMEÕs mainly
in upland and coastal rural areas of North
Yorkshire and are delivered in close
partnership with Business Link York and North
Yorkshire.  Funding for the grants has been
provided by Yorkshire Forward and the
European Regional Development Fund. 

Supporting Innovations Service
The Supporting Innovations Service Grant (SIS)
is designed to provide companies with third
party business support/expertise. A number of
activities can be supported including the
development of new products, a marketing
strategy and development of ICT. A recent
application allowed an environmental
consultant to work with a company who
generated significant amounts of wood waste
to look at the feasibility of reusing the wood
for heating rather than sending it to landfill.

The grant provides 50% towards the
total cost of a project up to a
maximum of £3,750.  

The Business Development Fund
The Business Development Fund

(BDF) grant provides a 30%
grant towards the total cost of
a project up to a maximum of

£30,000.  BDF provides companies with the
opportunity to invest in the purchase of capital
equipment and/or help support refurbishment
or alterations to existing premises (but not
new build).   To be successful for BDF,
businesses must demonstrate that a grant will
enable the business to be innovative in the
way it creates, processes, manages, delivers or
markets its products or services.  The approach
must be different to that already established by
the company.  Businesses can apply to the
Business Development Fund must be at least
36 months old and should help create new
jobs and turnover.
For further information please contact Business
Link on 01904 686 000.

Transport Energy, 
The government programme, Transport Energy,
has helped to fund nearly 10,000 vehicles
through the PowerShift and CleanUp

government grant programmes during 2003 to
2004. This prevented 29,000 tonnes of CO2
from entering the air. 

CleanUp is a programme aimed at improving
air quality across England, Scotland and Wales.
The programme, through government grants
and assistance, encourages the fitting of
emission reduction equipment to the most
polluting diesel vehicles. www.cleanup.org.uk 
PowerShift is a programme to help kick start
the market for alternative clean fuel vehicles in
the UK. The programme aims to create the
conditions for clean fuel vehicles to be
practically and economically viable. A full list of
grant funded vehicles is available at
www.powershift.org.uk

The Carbon Trust Ð Research,
Development and Demonstration Projects 
Funding is provided for genuine innovation
that demonstrates a potential to reduce
greenhouse gas emissions. You can apply for a
grant up to £250,000 towards the cost of the
project. The next call for proposals opens on
4th October. To find out more visit
www.thecarbontrust.co.uk and click on grant
support for business and academia.

FUNDINGFUNDING


